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is a racism of defense, based on fear. Essentially it is no 
different from vulgar tribalism, or the rivalries between 
septs or confraternities. W e may understand why keen
witted international observers have hardly taken seriously 
the great flights of oratory about African unity, for it is true 
that there are so many cracks in that unity visible to the 
naked eye that it is only reasonable to insist that all these 
contradictions ought to be resolved before the day of unity 
can come. 

The peoples of Africa have only recently come to know 
themselves. They have decided, in the name of the whole 
continent, to weigh in strongly against the colonial re
gime. Now the nationalist bourgeoisies, who in region 
after region hasten to make their own fortunes and to set 
up a national system of exploitation, do their utmost to 
put obstacles in the path of this "Utopia." The national 
bourgeoisies, who are quite clear as to what their objec
tives are, have decided to bar the way to that unity, to 
that coordinated effort on the part of two hundred and 
fifty million men to triumph over stupidity, hunger, and 
inhumanity at one and the same time. This is why we 
must understand that African unity can only be achieved 
through the upward thrust of the people, and under the 
leadership of the people, that is to say, in defiance of the 
interests of the bourgeoisie. 

As regards internal affairs and in the sphere of institu
tions, the national bourgeoisie will give equal proof of 
its incapacity. In a certain number of underdeveloped 
countries the parliamentary game is faked from the begin
ning. Powerless economically, unable to bring about the 
existence of coherent social relations, and standing on the 
principle of its domination as a class, the bourgeoisie 
chooses the solution that seems to it the easiest, that of 
the single party. It does not yet have the quiet conscience 
and the calm that economic power and the control of the 
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state machine alone can give. It does not create a state 
that reassures the ordinary citizen, but rather one that 
rouses his anxiety. 

The state, which by its strength and discretion ought 
to inspire confidence and disarm and lull everybody to 
sleep, on the contrary seeks to impose itself in spectacular 
fashion. It makes a display, it jostles people and bullies 
them, thus intimating to the citizen that he is in continual 
danger. The single party is the modern form of the dic
tatorship of the bourgeoisie, unmasked, unpainted, un
scrupulous, and cynical. 

It is true that such a dictatorship does not go very far. 
It cannot halt the processes of its own contradictions. 
Since the bourgeoisie has not the economic means to en
sure its domination and to throw a few crumbs to the rest 
of the country; since, moreover, it is preoccupied with 
filling its pockets as rapidly as possible but also as prosaic
ally as possible, the country sinks all the more deeply into 
stagnation. And in order to hide this stagnation and to 
mark this regression, to reassure itself and to give itself 
something to boast about, the bourgeoisie can find noth
ing better to do than to erect grandiose buildings in the 
capital and to lay out money on what are called prestige 
expenses. 

The national bourgeoisie turns its back more and more 
on the interior and on the real facts of its undeveloped 
country, and tends to look toward the former mother 
country and the foreign capitalists who count on its oblig
ing compliance. As it does not share its profits with the 
people, and in no way allows them to enjoy any of the 
dues that are paid to it by the big foreign companies, it 
will discover the need for a popular leader to whom will 
fall the dual role of stabilizing the regime and of per
petuating the domination of the bourgeoisie. The bour
geois dictatorship of underdeveloped countries draws its 
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strength from the existence of a leader. We know that in 
the welldeveloped countries the bourgeois dictatorship is 
the result of the economic power of the bourgeoisie. In 
the underdeveloped countries on the contrary the leader 
stands for moral power, in whose shelter the thin and 
povertystricken bourgeoisie of the young nation decides 
to get rich. 

The people who for years on end have seen this leader 
and heard him speak, who from a distance in a kind of 
dream have followed his contests with the colonial power, 
spontaneously put their trust in this patriot. Before in
dependence, the leader generally embodies the aspirations 
of the people for independence, political liberty, and na
tional dignity. But as soon as independence is declared, 
far from embodying in concrete form the needs of the 
people in what touches bread, land, and the restoration 
of the country to the sacred hands of the people, the 
leader will reveal his inner purpose: to become the gen
eral president of that company of profiteers impatient for 
their returns which constitutes the national bourgeoisie. 

In spite of his frequently honest conduct and his sincere 
declarations, the leader as seen objectively is the fierce 
defender of these interests, today combined, of the na
tional bourgeoisie and the excolonial companies. His 
honesty, which is his soul's true bent, crumbles away lit
tle by little. His contact with the masses is so unreal that 
he comes to believe that his autliority is hated and that 
the services that he has rendered his country are being 
called in question. The leader judges the ingratitude of 
the masses harshly, and every day that passes ranges him
self a little more resolutely on the side of the exploiters. 
He therefore knowingly becomes the aider and abettor 
of the young bourgeoisie which is plunging into the mire 
of corruption and pleasure. 

The economic channels of the young state sink back 
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inevitably into neocolonialist lines. The national econ
omy, formerly protected, is today literally controlled. The 
budget is balanced through loans and gifts, while every 
three or four months the chief ministers themselves or 
else their governmental delegations come to the erstwhile 
mother countries or elsewhere, fishing for capital. 

The former colonial power increases its demands, ac
cumulates concessions and guarantees and takes fewer and 
fewer pains to mask the hold it has over the national gov
ernment. The people stagnate deplorably in unbearable 
poverty; slowly they awaken to the unutterable treason of 
their leaders. This awakening is all the more acute in that 
the bourgeoisie is incapable of learning its lesson. The 
distribution of wealth that it effects is not spread out 
between a great many sectors; it is not ranged among 
different levels, nor does it set up a hierarchy of half
tones. The new caste is an affront all the more disgusting 
in that the immense majority, ninetenths of the popula
tion, continue to die of starvation. The scandalous en
richment, speedy and pitiless, of this caste is accom
panied by a decisive awakening on the part of the people, 
and a growing awareness that promises stormy days to 
come. The bourgeois caste, that section of the nation 
which annexes for its own profit all the wealth of the 
country, by a kind of unexpected logic will pass disparag
ing judgments upon the other Negroes and the other Arabs 
that more often than not are reminiscent of the racist 
doctrines of the former representatives of the colonial 
power. At one and the same time the poverty of the 
people, the immoderate moneymaking of the bourgeois 
caste, and its widespread scorn for the rest of the nation 
will harden thought and action. 

But such threats will lead to the reaffirmation of au
thority and the appearance of dictatorship. The leader, who 
has behind him a lifetime of political action and devoted 
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patriotism, constitutes a screen between the people and the 
rapacious bourgeoisie since he stands surety for the ven
tures of that caste and closes his eyes to their insolence, 
their mediocrity, and their fundamental immorality. He 
acts as a brakingpower on the awakening consciousness 
of the people. He comes to the aid of the bourgeois caste 
and hides his maneuvers from the people, thus becoming 
the most eager worker in the task of mystifying and be
wildering the masses. Every time he speaks to the people 
he calls to mind his often heroic life, the struggles he has 
led in the name of the people and the victories that in 
their name he has achieved, thereby intimating clearly to 
the masses that they ought to go on putting their confi
dence in him. There are plenty of examples of African 
patriots who have introduced into the cautious political 
advance of their elders a decisive style characterized by its 
nationalist outlook. These men came from the backwoods, 
and they proclaimed, to the scandal of the dominating 
power and the shame of the nationals of the capital, that 
they came from the backwoods and that they spoke in 
the name of the Negroes. These men, who have sung the 
praises of their race, who have taken upon themselves the 
whole burden of the past, complete with cannibalism and 
degeneracy, find themselves today, alas, at the head of a 
team of administrators which turns its back on the jungle 
and which proclaims that the vocation of the people is 
to obey, to go on obeying, and to be obedient till the end 
of time. 

The leader pacifies the people. For years on end after 
independence has been won, we see him, incapable of 
urging on the people to a concrete task, unable really to 
open the future to them or of flinging them into the path 
of national reconstruction, that is to say, of their own 
reconstruction; we see him reassessing the history of in
dependence and recalling the sacred unity of the strug
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gle for liberation. The leader, because he refuses to 
break up the national bourgeoisie, asks the people to fall 
back into the past and to become drunk on the re
membrance of the epoch which led up to independence. 
The leader, seen objectively, brings the people to a halt 
and persists in either expelling them from history or 
preventing them from taking root in it. During the strug
gle for liberation the leader awakened the people and 
promised them a forward march, heroic and unmitigated. 
Today, he uses every means to put them to sleep, and 
three or four times a year asks them to remember the 
colonial period and to look back on the long way they have 
come since then. 

Now it must be said that the masses show themselves 
totally incapable of appreciating the long way they have 
come. The peasant who goes on scratching out a living 
from the soil, and the unemployed man who never finds 
employment do not manage, in spite of public holidays 
and flags, new and brightly colored though they may be, 
to convince themselves that anything has really changed 
in their lives. The bourgeoisie who are in power vainly in
crease the number of processions; the masses have no 
illusions. They are hungry; and the police officers, though 
they are now Africans, do not serve to reassure them par
ticularly. The masses begin to sulk; they turn away from 
this nation in which they have been given no place and 
begin to lose interest in it. 

From time to time, however, the leader makes an effort; 
he speaks on the radio or makes a tour of the country to 
pacify the people, to calm them and bemuse them. The 
leader is all the more necessary in that there is no party. 
During the period of the struggle for independence there 
was one right enough, a party led by the present leader. 
But since then this party has sadly disintegrated; nothing 
is left but the shell of a party, the name, the emblem, and 
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the motto. The living party, which ought to make pos
sible the free exchange of ideas which have been elabo
rated according to the real needs of the mass of the 
people, has been transformed into a trade union of in
dividual interests. Since the proclamation of independence 
the party no longer helps the people to set out its de
mands, to become more aware of its needs and better able 
to establish its power. Today, the party's mission is to 
deliver to the people the instructions which issue from 
the summit. There no longer exists the fruitful giveand
take from the bottom to the top and from the top to the 
bottom which creates and guarantees democracy in a 
party. Quite on the contrary, the party has made itself 
into a screen between the masses and the leaders. There 
is no longer any party life, for the branches which were 
set up during the colonial period are today completely 
demobilized. 

The militant champs on his bit. Now it is that the at
titude taken up by certain militants during the struggle 
for liberation is seen to be justified, for the fact is that in 
the thick of the fight more than a few militants asked the 
leaders to formulate a dogma, to set out their objectives, 
and to draw up a program. But under the pretext of safe
guarding national unity, the leaders categorically refused 
to attempt such a task. The only worthwhile dogma, it 
was repeatedly stated, is the union of the nation against 
colonialism. And on they went, armed with an im
petuous slogan which stood for principles, while their 
only ideological activity took the form of a series of 
variants on the theme of the right of peoples to self
determination, borne on the wind of history which would 
inevitably sweep away colonialism. When the militants 
asked whether the wind of history couldn't be a little 
more clearly analyzed, the leaders gave them instead hope 
and trust, the necessity of decolonialization and its in
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evitability, and more to that effect. 
After independence, the party sinks into an extra

ordinary lethargy. The militants are only called upon 
when socalled popular manifestations are afoot, or inter
national conferences, or independence celebrations. The 
local party leaders are given administrative posts, the party 
becomes an administration, and the militants disappear 
into the crowd and take the empty title of citizen. Now 
that they have fulfilled their historical mission of leading 
the bourgeoisie to power, they are firmly invited to retire 
so that the bourgeoisie may carry out its mission in peace 
and quiet. But we have seen that the national bourgeoisie 
of underdeveloped countries is incapable of carrying out 
any mission whatever. After a few years, the breakup of 
the party becomes obvious, and any observer, even the 
most superficial, can notice that the party, today the 
skeleton of its former self, only serves to immobilize the 
people. The party, which during the battle had drawn to 
itself the whole nation, is falling to pieces. The intellec
tuals who on the eve of independence rallied to the party, 
now make it clear by their attitude that they gave their 
support with no other end in view than to secure their 
slices of the cake of independence. The party is becoming 
a means of private advancement. 

There exists inside the new regime, however, an in
equality in the acquisition of wealth and in monopoliza
tion. Some have a double source of income and demon
strate that they are specialized in opportunism. Privileges 
multiply and corruption triumphs, while morality declines. 
Today the vultures are too numerous and too voracious 
in proportion to the lean spoils of the national wealth. 
The party, a true instrument of power in the hands of 
the bourgeoisie, reinforces the machine, and ensures that 
the people are hemmed in and immobilized. The party 
helps the government to hold the people down. It be
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comes more and more clearly antidemocratic, an imple
ment of coercion. The party is objectively, sometimes 
subjectively, the accomplice of the merchant bourgeoisie. 
In the same way that the national bourgeoisie conjures 
away its phase of construction in order to throw itself 
into the enjoyment of its wealth, in parallel fashion in 
the institutional sphere it jumps the parliamentary phase 
and chooses a dictatorship of the nationalsocialist type. 
W e know today that this fascism at high interest which 
has triumphed for half a century in Latin America is the 
dialectic result of states which were semicolonial during 
the period of independence. 

In these poor, underdeveloped countries, where the rule 
is that the greatest wealth is surrounded by the greatest 
poverty, the army and the police constitute the pillars of 
the regime; an army and a police force (another rule 
which must not be forgotten) which are advised by for
eign experts. The strength of the police force and the 
power of the army are proportionate to the stagnation in 
which the rest of the nation is sunk. By dint of yearly 
loans, concessions are snatched up by foreigners; scandals 
are numerous, ministers grow rich, their wives doll them
selves up, the members of parliament feather their nests 
and there is not a soul down to the simple policeman or 
the customs officer who does not join in the great proces
sion of corruption. 

The opposition becomes more aggressive and the people 
at once catch on to its propaganda. From now on their 
hostility to the bourgeoisie is plainly visible. This young 
bourgeoisie which appears to be afflicted with precocious 
senility takes no heed of the advice showered upon it, and 
reveals itself incapable of understanding that it would be 
in its interest to draw a veil, even if only the flimsiest kind, 
over its exploitation. It is the most Christian newspaper, 
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The African Weekly, published in Brazzaville, which ad
dresses the princes of the regime thus: 

You who are in good positions, you and your wives, today 
you enjoy many comforts; perhaps a good education, a fine 
house, good contacts, and many missions on which you are 
delegated which open new horizons to you. But all your 
wealth forms a hard shell which prevents your seeing the 
poverty that surrounds you. Take care. 

This warning coming from The African "Weekly and 
addressed to the henchmen of Monsieur Youlou has, we 
may imagine, nothing revolutionary about it. Wha t The 
African Weekly wants to point out to the starvers of the 
Congolese people is that God will punish their conduct. 
It continues: "If there is no room in your heart for con
sideration toward those who are beneath you, there will 
be no room for you in God's house." 

It is clear that the national bourgeoisie hardly worries 
at all about such an indictment. With its wave lengths 
tuned in to Europe, it continues firmly and resolutely to 
make the most of the situation. The enormous profits 
which it derives from the exploitation of the people are 
exported to foreign countries. The young national bour
geoisie is often more suspicious of the regime that it has 
set up than are the foreign companies. The national bour
geoisie refuses to invest in its own country and behaves 
toward the state that protects and nurtures it with, it 
must be remarked, astonishing ingratitude. It acquires 
foreign securities in the European markets, and goes off 
to spend the weekend in Paris or Hamburg. The behavior 
of the national bourgeoisie of certain underdeveloped 
countries is reminiscent of the members of a gang, who 
after every holdup hide their share in the loot from the 
other members who are their accomplices and prudently 
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start thinking about their retirement. Such behavior shows 
that more or less consciously the national bourgeoisie is 
playing to lose if the game goes on too long. They guess 
that the present situation will not last indefinitely but 
they intend to make the most of it. Such exploitation and 
such contempt for the state, however, inevitably gives rise 
to discontent among the mass of the people. It is in these 
conditions that the regime becomes harsher. In the ab
sence of a parliament it is the army that becomes the 
arbiter: but sooner or later it will realize its power and 
will hold over the government's head the threat of a 
manifesto. 

As we see it, the national bourgeoisie of certain underde
veloped countries has learned nothing from books. If they 
had looked closer at the Latin American countries they 
doubtless would have recognized the dangers which 
threaten them. We may thus conclude that this bour
geoisie in miniature that thrusts itself into the forefront 
is condemned to mark time, accomplishing nothing. In 
underdeveloped countries the bourgeois phase is impos
sibly arid. Certainly, there is a police dictatorship and a 
profiteering caste, but the construction of an elaborate 
bourgeois society seems to be condemned to failure. The 
ranks of deckedout profiteers whose grasping hands scrape 
up the bank notes from a povertystricken country will 
sooner or later be men of straw in the hands of the army, 
cleverly handled by foreign experts. In this way the former 
mother country practices indirect government, both by 
the bourgeoisie that it upholds and also by the national 
army led by its experts, an army that pins the people 
down, immobilizing and terrorizing them. 

The observations that we have been able to make about 
the national bourgeoisie bring us to a conclusion which 
should cause no surprise. In underdeveloped countries, the 
bourgeoisie should not be allowed to find the conditions 


